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Ref. Number NBHOH-324 

First Name Peter 

Surname Thomas 

Maiden Name  

Suburb Darlington 

Gender Male 

Year of Birth 1946 

Place of Birth Willersley Castle, Matlock, Derbyshire, England 

Specific period under discussion 1970s-present 

Occupation Retired police officer 

Primary cultural identification Australian 

Languages English 

Generation in Australia First 

Year of migration to Australia 1970 

Motive for migration Catch up with, and later marry, former girlfriend 

Father’s Name John Bradley 

Father’s occupation Detective London Metropolitan Police/chief security officer Fortes Org 

Mother’s Name Daphne Bradley 

Mother’s occupation GPO telephone operator in London/photographic technician 

Mother’s Maiden Name Atkinson 

Names of siblings and their gender Andrew (m) 

Date and Time of interview 15 September 2009 1.00pm  

Location Governor Stirling Tower, Saint George‟s Terrace, Perth  

Interviewer Dr Felicity Morel-EdnieBrown  

Length of interview  29 mins 33 secs 

Language of interview English  

Notes **In some instances the transcript has been edited in a minor capacity for readability 
**Items corrected after the recording or information added is enclosed in square 
brackets and in italics, e.g. [around the back of the house].  This information will not 
be on the associated recording. 
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INTERVIEW OF PETER THOMAS ON 15 SEPTEMBER 2009 FOR THE NORTHBRIDGE HISTORY PROJECT 
 
 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Could you tell me your name and year of birth, please? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Yes, my name is Peter William Thomas and I was born in 1946. 
 
INTERVIEWER:    What is your connection to Northbridge? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  My connection to Northbridge is quite tenuous.  It was mainly as a police officer. I didn‟t spend 
a lot of time in Northbridge.  I did lots of hit and run operations there as a police officer, but I didn‟t do much intensive beat work or 
policing in the area. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  So what period were you in Northbridge? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Well, it‟s probably scattered throughout my police career.  The first time I was introduced to 
Northbridge was in 1971 after I‟d driven over with my girlfriend from New South Wales, taking the long way round via Queensland 
and Northern Territory and then South Australia in the wet season. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  So what would you say is your first memory of Northbridge? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  I thought it was a sleazy little place, actually.  I wasn‟t terribly impressed with it.  It had some 
sort of charm in an exotic sort of way.  It‟s not the place I would have chosen to live and it was attractive as an entertainment 
venue, but that was about it. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Did your opinion change over the years? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  No.  It‟s probably reinforced, if anything. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Did you live near the area?   
 
PETER THOMAS:  The nearest I lived was in Mount Lawley, just on Guildford Road, and then for a short time in 
Maylands, and that‟s as close as I got. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  So when you went into the city or into Northbridge, how would you get in? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Usually by driving, very rarely public transport.  Where these days that‟s how I mostly travel to 
the city because of the problems with parking and the expense of parking your car somewhere, and the trains are much nicer, of 
course.  So jumping on a train from where I live is a very convenient and comfortable way of getting to Northbridge. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Did you ever get a sense of arriving in Northbridge at a particular point? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  No, I can‟t say that I can place a needle in a calendar and say that was the time that I was first 
impressed or otherwise with Northbridge.  It‟s just a series of events over years which have cascaded through. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  What would be the strongest memory? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Possibly the illegal activities that took place there.  There were lots of gambling places run by 
ethnic groups that were interesting because there wasn‟t a lot of alcohol involved, in fact, no alcohol in some of the clubs for the 
gambling. I often had to assist Liquor and Gaming Branch, and once or twice the Vice Squad, to raid these places because of my 
position as a police photographer.  In those days police photographers weren‟t as they are today where there is no photographic 
section possibly because of the new technology today.  It‟s a lot easier to take photographs and you don‟t have to process the 
results; you just plonk then into a computer and burn them onto CDs or save them on a hard drive.  In those days we had to go out 
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with film in a camera and you couldn‟t make a mistake.  You had to have the right sort of shutter speed and exposure time, the 
right sort of lens, and I remember a raid I did with the Liquor and Gaming Branch, it was midday.  They had this bunch of women 
that used to take their clothes off for the customers at lunchtime.  So the Liquor and Gaming Branch got me to come in there with 
them and I had to choose an appropriate camera, and this time I chose an Instamatic because, you know, I didn‟t want to be seen 
with a massive camera round my neck.  I wouldn‟t have got past first base.  So what I did was I slipped this Instamatic camera into 
my briefcase and I went and had lunch there with a couple of new Liquor and Gaming Branch guys and at the appropriate time ... 
In fact, before that the management came up and said, “Look, can we look after your briefcase” and I said, “No, no, there‟s too 
much personal stuff in there and it‟s valuable and I don‟t want it to leave my side.”   So anyway, I think they were a little bit 
suspicious, but come the appropriate moment when these women were everywhere, rubbing themselves over the customers and 
things, I grabbed this little Instamatic camera and went around the Il Travatore club and took probably about eight or nine 
photographs, with the bouncers chasing after me, and caught the whole lot, every single game, set and match.  Then the Liquor 
and Gaming Branch came through the door and that was the evidence that they needed.  So they shut the place down for a while. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Whereabouts was Il Travatore? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  That would have ... Il Travatore, let me think, that would have been 174 James Street, North 
Perth, as it was then.  This was, actually it would be in 1987 this happened, so that would have been Northbridge.  I think it 
changed its name in the early „80s, so it would have been known as Northbridge then. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Were there a lot of those sorts of... 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Yes, there were.  Most of them I‟ve forgotten now because so many other things happened 
and one thing I do remember, again selecting the right sort of camera, was a place called Garfields.  They ran a peep show there, 
where they had women on a rotating stage wearing nothing and going into pretty indecent poses and people used to pay to go into 
a little cubicle and there were lots of little cubicles around, set around in a circle.  I went there a few times for the Vice Squad, 
dressed like a ... well, dressed appropriately, let‟s put it that way.  I had to set up a little Tessina camera, which was a Swiss-made, 
miniature camera and it had to be preloaded.  You had to cut up thirty five millimetre film and wind it through and then wind up the 
clockwork mechanism and you only got about twelve shots out of it and they weren‟t full frames.  They only used part of the thirty 
five millimetre film.  I had to use a very fast film because it was low light and I made a little cigarette packet that had a hole in it and 
the shutter, you just used to press the top of the packet and it would fire the shutter off, and I got evidence over several nights 
doing that.  I can‟t remember the actual street.  I think it might have been Francis Street that Garfields was in, but that would have 
been in about ‟84, I suppose. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  What other sorts of illegal activities were in Northbridge at the time? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Well, I remember one particular murder, which was quite a significant murder in the history of 
the WA Police.  It was a guy called Eris Censori who killed a waiter by the name of Mickeal Sideris and he took him out to a 
gravesite in Wanneroo off Wilbinga Road.  We think that he‟d already dug the grave beforehand, because Eris and his brother 
Edmundo were into drugs and they were dealing in cannabis and heroin.  We‟ll never know the truth, but the theory is that Mickeal 
was a bit loose with his lips and they needed to get him out the way because he was a risk to them.  Anyway it culminated in a call 
to the ambulance service to go to a house in Nollamara where Eris lived, where Mickeal Sideris was found in a bath of water, and 
he had severe head injuries.  He was still alive and the ambulance people, of course, called the police.  Censori made up the story 
that he and Sideris had been attacked in Brisbane Street in Northbridge, or North Perth, because I think that was before, that was 
in 1981 this occurred, 1 December 1981 was the occurrence of the assault.  He said he‟d been attacked, or both of them had been 
attacked in Brisbane Street earlier in the day by three men.  This was about five o‟clock in the morning and I was one of the 
forensic crew that went to examine the area and we made a thorough search of the location and found no trace of any assault.  I 
mean, this was a serious, serious assault, you know, major head injuries.  You‟d expect bits of bone and blood and skin and torn 
clothing and debris and stuff to be scattered around but there was nothing there.  This inquiry went on for a very long time and 
eventually we discovered a grave up at Wilbinga Road.  Because of the forensic evidence that we gathered, Censori changed his 
story, his plea, in the Supreme Court.  That‟s, it‟s a long story and I won‟t go into that, it really doesn‟t fully engage Northbridge.  I‟d 
come across Censori before.  He‟d beaten up a man in the Royal Standard Hotel, which was at 198 Brisbane Street in North Perth 
in June of that year, and so I already had some dealings with him.  In fact, I‟d met Sideris before; he was an assault victim, 
because he was a homosexual and he‟d been attacked by an American sailor some months earlier and, no, in fact, sorry, I‟ve got 
that mixed up.  He hadn‟t been attacked; it was his partner in his flat that had been attacked and we were examining the apartment 
where the assault had taken place.  Sideris had come in through the door while we were there examining it and he was obviously 
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shocked, it was the first time he‟d heard about it, and in fact that‟s my first dealings with the victim of the murder.  Censori, Eris had 
a brother called Edmundo and they ran a gaming business, one of these gaming machine businesses in Brisbane Street and they 
conducted drug deals there.  In fact we found, that‟s how we initially were able to lock Censori up, because we found some 
cannabis in one of the machines in the in the gaming shop.  It was called Vorak Proprietary Limited and it was at 203 Brisbane 
Street. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  When you say “in one of the machines”, what do you mean? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Well, hidden inside, you know, you had to unbolt the thing to have a look inside and there was 
some cannabis.  That was enough to hold him and his brother, Edmundo. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  So inside a poker machine? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Yeah, that‟s it.  Yeah, yeah.  So it just shows how thorough you have to be when you‟re 
searching things. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Were there any local characters in Northbridge? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Not really, I wasn‟t familiar enough with the scene there to actually get to know characters.  
The only people I met were those that I dealt directly with, as I say, with these hit and run investigations and assistance to the Vice 
Squad or the Liquor and Gaming Branch. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  And how would you describe the Northbridge community, just generally? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Well, there was a rich mix of ethnic communities, you know, Italians, Greeks and that was 
quite obvious in those days.  It‟s not quite the same now, I think, but it was very heavily populated by people from Italy and from 
Greece. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Do you think they had a strong influence on the character of the area? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  I‟m sure they did, yes, and the type of shops, like the Re Store that was there, you know.  The 
food was different and of course when I first came to Australia the food was quite bland and I think the sort of meals you get now, 
they‟re lovely meals compared with other countries, are a direct result of these particular communities bringing in their own style of 
food and restaurants and the way they present them. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Did you ever shop or eat in Northbridge? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Occasionally, but not a great deal, no. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Whereabouts? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Oh, several places.  I can‟t remember the names of the restaurants now, but yes, several 
places.  It‟s such a long time ago that I couldn‟t possibly recall their names.  I remember the Re Store, buying meat stuff. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Did you ever socialise in Northbridge? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Yeah, occasionally.  The Zanzibar Club in William Street, there‟s a friend of mine that was in 
the police in Jersey in the Channel Islands - which is just about fourteen, Jersey‟s about fourteen miles from the coast of France off 
the Cherbourg peninsula - and he and I came over to Australia about the same time, lived in Sydney for a while.  He got a job as 
the doorman there and we used to go to the Zanzibar occasionally to have a few drinks and sometimes a meal. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  How would you describe it inside? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  It was pretty basic.  The entertainment was again sleazy.  I remember taking my girlfriend, 
who‟s now my wife, into the place one day.  I mean, she‟s a woman of the world, she was a clinical nurse and so she knew what 
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the world was all about, but I remember one particular occasion there was a strip show there in the club and when the girl had 
finished taking off her clothes, in came the chef, complete with his hat and everything, and put this girl over his shoulder and 
carried her out.  I remember my wife saying, or my girlfriend as she was then, saying, “I‟m glad we didn‟t eat here today.”   
 
INTERVIEWER:  Whereabouts was the Zanzibar located? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  That was in William Street I can‟t remember the number of it, but, it was sort of half-way along 
the road from the railway to Newcastle Street. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Did you go to any other clubs or hotels? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  I think I did, but, again I can‟t remember.  It wasn‟t a memorable sort of experience. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Do you recall any industry or factories in the area? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  No I don‟t.  I did a diploma in photography and what I do remember is the old Technical 
College there in Francis Street.  I had to do a year of photographic design there and, ah, I remember the building was quite an 
attractive one from a historical point of view.  There was a lot of wood, a musty smell high windows dark rooms that were really sort 
of melded in, into inappropriate places but made to work, and I enjoyed that.  It was the artistic side of photography, although again 
the sleazy part of Northbridge seemed to ooze into it.  We had an instructor there, whose name I won‟t mention, but he used to get 
as many nudes as he could to be photographed.  I used to say, “No nudes is good nudes”, because I wanted to do other things, 
but he just, he seemed to be obsessed with that kind of modelling and I was interested in a wider range of subject matter.  I 
learned quite a lot there and it did take you away from the technical aspects of photography. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  So what year were you there? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Let me think, I guess that would have been about 1977, yeah, I guess so.  I can‟t remember 
exactly, but it would be around about that year. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Did you ever venture out from there and take photos of Northbridge? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  No, it was purely studio based stuff.  The course I did was part-time.  It took me six years to 
do, because I was doing police exams and things and in the Forensic Branch we worked very long hours.  In fact, it was called the 
Scientific Bureau in the early days and we didn‟t have shifts that went round the clock.  We had afternoon shifts, but you‟d get 
called in at night to do various jobs.  You might be called in two or three times a night sometimes, but you were still expected to go 
to work the next day and do your shift, because there wasn‟t anyone else to do it, or you had to go to court, or you got sent away 
somewhere.  So studying was quite difficult and you had to try and catch up somehow and do the assignments as best you could.  
So it was spread over six years, what was normally a three-year, full-time course for a diploma, but it was a very thorough course 
and in those days it was better than any university that was offering, much more practical.  We did history of photography and art 
and stuff, and so we covered the whole spectrum of photographic matters, as well as processing and handling of cameras.  Of 
course, it was a lot easier for me because I was working in photo labs anyway, and ours was probably one of the best in Western 
Australia at that time. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Where was the Forensic Branch located? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  It was, in my time, it was on the third floor of Police Headquarters in Adelaide Terrace, just 
next to the Causeway.  In fact, you could see the Causeway very clearly from our windows up there. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  So you‟d travel from the city into Northbridge? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Oh, yes.  In fact, we, in those days we covered the whole state, so if someone, there was a 
murder somewhere or serious crime or an arson, I remember going up to Broome to photograph the fire station and take samples 
up there because someone had burnt down the fire station in Broome.  That was a bit ironic, but we used to travel all over the 
state. 
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INTERVIEWER:  How would you characterise the differences between the city and Northbridge? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Well, the city seemed quite sterile.  It was just a series of streets which didn‟t seem to have a 
lot of life, whereas Northbridge, sleazy as it was, it did have a pulse of life that you could feel, whereas the city of Perth ... it‟s 
probably the same today, actually, it‟s a bit better in Perth now.  There‟s more restaurants and drinking places and entertainment, I 
suppose, but it hasn‟t improved that much, you know, compared with places like Paris, you know, and other areas around the 
world.  It‟s still, it needs to go a way, a long way to get to those standards. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Did you see a different character in Northbridge from day to night? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Oh, yes.  Northbridge during the day was probably a lot safer.  Night time you were forever 
looking behind you and checking who was around, and so there was a difference, yes.  Probably just in the matter of, just when, at 
night time the entertainment kicked off.  During the day it was more the shopping and midday eating and stuff. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  You mentioned the smell at the Technical College.  Were there any other smells in the area 
that you recall? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Well, coming, as you walked through the different stores you could smell coffee and as I say, 
the meat from places like the Re Stores.  A definite odour, especially when you went in, there were a thousand different odours as 
you walked through the shop.  Again that was lots of wooden shelves and walls, and you could even sense the smell of the 
building over and above and amongst the different smells of the food, foodstuffs. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Did the Vietnam war have much of an effect in Northbridge? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Not that I noticed, no.  Bearing in mind, you know, it was starting to, coming to an end when I 
came over.  In fact, I went back to Jersey for a while in 1973.  Having married my girlfriend, I achieved my objective and the plan 
was that I would return back to the Channel Islands.  I joined the police again over there.  I was a police diver over there, so I got 
back into the diving squad, but after Australia it was roughly the same shape, Jersey, but it‟s forty five square miles and in those 
days it had a population, a permanent population of about 75,000 people which in the summer, with itinerant workers and tourists, 
it went up another fifty per cent.  So it was pretty crowded and, although a beautiful place, the opportunities for having a house in 
Jersey were pretty limited.  We were lucky because, as I say, my wife was a nurse and I was in the police and we were classed as 
essential workers and we could have lived there and bought a house if we‟d wanted to, but the cost was prohibitive.  So we came, 
it wasn‟t long before we were back in Western Australia again and I rejoined the police over here.  So those early years weren‟t as 
concentrated as some other people‟s experiences in places like Northbridge, so by that time in ‟73 the Vietnam war was virtually 
over, bar the shouting. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Did you undertake any surveillance? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Oh yes, yes, but again, I‟ve mentioned a couple of those things.  The surveillance often wasn‟t 
on a particular property.  It was following people about, and the Northbridge area really doesn‟t stick in my mind for any significant 
surveillance operations apart from the sleazy ones I was telling you about. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Do you go into the area now? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Occasionally.  Like the Museum and the Art Gallery.  There‟s often displays there that are 
attractive. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Do you feel the area has changed since you were working there? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  Oh, I think it has, some for the better, some for the worse.  I would not want to go there at 
night, to be entertained.  I think it‟s just too risky, you know.  Then again, the good parts are the Library, the Museum, and the Art 
Gallery, and of course TAFE now is being expanded.  When I retired I actually did a year‟s creative writing at the new TAFE 
building, so I got to know that a bit. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Tell me about that period of time?  Did you spend a lot of time in the area then? 
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PETER THOMAS:  Only to go to the lectures and to hand in my assignments.  I didn‟t hang around much 
afterwards.  I used to get on the train and go home.  Occasionally I‟d have a meal at Hans, or somewhere like that. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  So what year was that, or what years? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  That would have been 1998. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Is there anything else about the area that we haven‟t covered? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  As I say, my involvement was just hit and run stuff.  There is one particular, another murder 
which sort of involved Northbridge.  It happened actually on the corner of Wellington Street and Barrack Street one night.  There 
was a paperboy that was being hassled by a guy and a man by the name of Andrew Pea came along and told this person to stop 
annoying the paperboy.  A fight ensued and Andrew Pea got the better of this person that was being annoying and was walking 
away when the chappy just came back at him with a knife and he stabbed him twenty two times and this was in 1978, 1 July 1978.  
I was called there with another forensic man and the scene was chaotic.  For some reason the uniform police hadn‟t cordoned it off 
properly.  There was drunks walking around and there was just the two of us trying to plead with people not to walk over the scene, 
because there was blood and there was bits of clothing and stuff,.  The connection with Northbridge is that the offender was 
tackled as he was stabbing Andrew Pea by one man in particular and then ran off across Beaufort Street along Roe Street and 
across James Street and disappeared through the Technical College‟s grounds and wasn‟t seen again.  It was ten years later 
before he was caught and that was just by a bit of chance.  Some information came to hand and the offender, who was named 
Peter Munckton, he was in Darwin at the time.  When the detectives from Perth went to extradite him, because they knew where 
he was, knocked on the door and he says, “Oh, I know why you‟re here”.  So apparently it had been chewing away at him for years 
that he‟d committed this murder and got away with it.  Then I took confession photographs ten years later around the Northbridge 
area of where he‟d been and where some blood stains were found in that area. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Is there anything else that we haven‟t covered? 
 
PETER THOMAS:  I don‟t think so.  As I say, it‟s a very tenuous association between myself and Northbridge.  So 
I think I‟ve strained as much as I can out of my memory. 
 
INTERVIEWER:  All right.  Thank you.  That‟s been lovely. 
 
PETER THOMAS:  You‟re welcome. 
 
 
 

END OF INTERVIEW 

 


